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”" SHORT HIST ORICAL ACCOUNT, 


Concerning the Succeſſion to the Crovyn of $C O T- 
LAND: And the Eſtates diſpoling of it upon Oc- 
calion as they thought fir, 


VV Hen Fergus the firſt was choſen King the Eſtates gave the 
Crown to him his Heirsand Succeflors, and confirmed it 
by an Oat. 

Fergus being deceaſed , leaving two Sons Ferleg, and Man 
who being but young were not tor Governing; andthe Eſtates 
being conveened, chooſeda King: And there being preat con- 
teſt among them, it was objected by onepartic, that the Crown 
having been given to Fergus and his Heirs , and the Eſtates _—_ 
confirmed it by an Oath, they could not paſs by his Son and chooſe 
another King; and on the other bandit was pleadeg,that the Eſtates 
should conſider that there were great dangers both at home and a- 
broad if they should admit a Child ro be King. And after being de- 
bated they came to this Reſolution ;that notwithſtanding their Oath 
given to Fergus, yet when their King dies, leaving Children, who 
an reſpect of their age are not fir for Governing , that the next of 
the Line who 1s fitteſt to Govern should be &ing; and that after 
his deceaſethe Crown should return to the former King's Chileren; 
upon which, Feruharts, Pergys his Prother was choſen King , 
and this Law continue d for the ſpace of one thouſand years, trom 
Feratharss his time , to Kenneth the Third, who (as the hiſtori- 
an ſayes) by force and fraud, obtained this Law to be changed. 

Ferleg, Fergus his eldeſt Son, when he came to age, berg 
ambuious to Reign. entered into a conſpiracie againſt Fersrharis 
which being diſcovered, he was taken and inapriſoned, but eſcap- 

edwith ſome of his accomplices, and few Months after Feruh ar1s 
having died , it was.thought he got wr ong by Ferleg, and there - 
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tore upon the prefumptions of __ his former ambition, and con- 
ſpiracie , and ſudden flight, Ferleg, by unanimous conſent of the 
Eſtates, was condemned and deprived of the Right and Succeſhion 
to the Crown, and 4am his Brether was made King. 

Albeit by the Law made in Fergus the hirlt's time, the Eſtates 
granted the Crown to the King and his Heirs, which was confirmed 
by Oath, yet when the Eſtates found it not for rhe intereſt of 


the N=tion , that the Crown should deſcend upon the Kings Chil-' 


dren, and immediate Heirs, They conferred it upon ancther of 
the ſame Line, as in the cale of rhe tvvo Sons of Dwf/us. vuho albeit 
they vvere of age fit for Governing vvyhen their Father died, yet the 
Eſtates conſideringzthat if they sFould admit any of Durfushis Chil 
dren to the Crowns who had been a wicked Aing and had forced his 
Subjects to a conſpiracy againſt him ) rhe likeneſs of manners might 
make them continue in their Farhers yvickednels, and the neerenc(; 
of Blood incite them to revenge: Theretore they pafled by Darfus 
his tyvo {oas, ans chooſed Evyer Dur us his C uline German to be 
King. h 

In Ferchard his Reign, the Eſtates conveened by their ovvn 
authority , and having cited the Aingtoappear betore them, he 
refuſed to appear, and ba ving retired to a ſtrong caſtle , the 
Eftatcs did take bim out, and brought him betore them , and hav- 
ing accuſed him of many heinous Crimes , ayd particularly 
that he vyas guilry of the pelagian Herefie, and contempt ct the 
Sacrament of Baptiſm, and other holy Rites; and he nor bein 
able toclear himſelf of the Crimes , vvith vvhich he vvas charg - 
ed, vvasputin Priſon andskortly after died. 

King Robert Bruce when he was firſt ſerrled upon the Throne 
having only a Daughter who by the Law chould have ſucceeded, 
there was anew Law made, thatif the King should die without 
Male ChilJren, his Brother Eduvard and his Sons should ſucceed ; 
and if he should die without Children , that then King Robert's 
Dauzhter and her Heirs should ſucceed ro the Crown: But it was 
provided that the Eſtates should choole a Husband for her, that was 
molt tit ro govern, tor they thought it was much more reaſonable 
that they should chooſe their Kings: than that the Queen should 
eyoſc ber Husband. And Ceetce King havinga Son, and 
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another Daughter, the entail 6A 0.99 altered, and the Crown 
was provided to King Robert and h13 Children: and.they tailing 
to KobertStrevvart the Kings Grand-child , by his eldeſt Daughter, 
pailing by his two Daughters, Which fertlement the Eſtates did 
conkrm by Oath: And yet that notwithſtanding David the lecond, 
King Kberts Sen, did alter this Law and Sertlement, and made a 
new Law, excluding &obert Ste vvart, and ſubſtituting *-lexander, 
Son tothe Earle of Sutherlani, by King Kober?*s lecond Daughter, 
which the Eſtates did likeways confirm by Oath, but e-#l:xandey 
having died shortly atter, and King David being reconciled to Ro» 
bert Stevvarts he was by Act ot Parhament reltored to his own 
place in the yucceilion. 

The fa'd &-/ err, who was the firſt King of the Race of Srewwart, 
being firit warricd to the Earle of Koſs bis Daugbrer, by whom he 
had two 5015, and 4 {).u zacer, dd atter che Queen's deceale, marry 
Elizabeth Muir with whom he had begotten three Sons before his 
marriage with the Earle of Roſs bis Davgl-ter. Andalbeit the tor- 
mer courle of Succefhon was not only cſtabli-hed by Law, but 
contrmed by Oath; Yet the Eitares &1d agun alter it and entail= 
ed the Crown upon Euzaberh Mune s Children, paſſing by the 
Children of the tirſt Marriage, who were for ever excluded; and 
Robert the third who was the eldeſt Son by Eizateil, A aw tuce 
ceededto the Crown, of whom King /ames the leventh 1s lineally 
Delcended. 

From all which theſe things may be evidently inferred. 

1. 1 hat by the conſtitution otthe Government of this King= 
dom there was an original Contract berwixt the King and the 
People by which their Kings were oblidged to Rule by Law. 

2. Thar whenthe Kings made [nvaſion upon Religion and rhe 
Law and Liberties of the Subject, rending to the {ubverhon of the 
Government, the Fſtates did conveen by their own Authority and 
called their Kings im queſtion tor 1t. 

3. Thatthe & ſtats bave been in ule to alter rhe courle of Suc- 
ceſſion, when they did lee it tor the Intereſt and Well of the King- 
gom ; and did entail the Crown to others than thoſe who by tor- 
mer Laws had Right to ſucceed, keeping alvvays the lame Family, 
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4. It is by vertue of ſuchan KA: and ſettlement of the Crovyn 
that King /ames the ſeventh, and his Predeceſlors lucceeded to the 
Croyvn, ever ſince King Robert the third. 

5. That vvhen the Eſtares, conferred the Crovvn upon any 
Perlon or Family, albeit they confirmed it by Oath and ſ{vyore 
Allegiance to the Aing his Heirs and Succeflors, yet vvhea their 

Aings broke the Original Contract y vith the People, and upon that 
ground. the Eſtates did think fit to lay alide any of their Kings,or did 
alter te courle ot Succeſſion, they thought themſelves no longer 
tyed by their former Oath of Alleg.ance , but looſed therefrom and 
Gras Allegiance 10 their nevy King, vvhich |as not only bcen 
the pratice of this Aingdom, bur is, and has been the practice of 
Evgiend, and other Nations,on the like occal10ns, 
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